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CUBJECT: . 2308, A Bill to Authorize and Direct the Investigation
by the Attorney General for Certein Offenses

1. Mr. Jefferson D. Burrus, Bureau of the Budget, notitiled
¥r. Prorzheimer that 5. 2305 wes on the calendar of the Judiclary
Committee of the Senate, We expresseed interest in the Bill and
reservations s to 1ts present wording, end Mr. Burrus lnvited us
{0 be present at an informal meeting with the Judieciary steff
4o diseuss the Bi1l, Mr. Collins, a Clerk of the Senste Judiclary
Committee, called the meeting at 2 p.m. on 3 Februsry. Present
were Mr. Burrus, Bureau of the Budget; Mr. Carlock, representing
Treasury; Mr. Stevens, Chief Inspector of the Post 0ffice;

Mr. Doyle, Post Office Solicitor; Mr. Pforzheimer; Mr. Houston.

2, Mr. Collins expressed the views of Semator wWilliams, who
is the sponeor of this Bill, saying the Sepator did not want to
digturb existing practices but did went Justice to be sble to step
into any metter in any egency and to be able to get any inforantion
it desired from any ageacy. Mr. Collins informed us that the
Committee Cheirmen, Mr. langer, intended to proceed with this Bill
end thet he, Collins, would have no besis for recompending that
1t be held up for further discussion, He knew that there were
serious reservations sbout the Bill and said he was holding the
meeting so that those who had such reservations eould plan to get
them before the Comuittee, I pointed out thet we did not in any
vay conmtest the Jurisdiction of the Department of Justice in
investigating crininal offenses and thet we vere specifically
prohibited from anything in the nature of police or internal -security
functions, I stated, however, that the Director's respousibility
for protection of intelligence sources and methods raised certain practical
problems which the proposed legislation 1f strictly construed would
make very serious. I outlined some of the problems, gtressing
operational security and our present relations with the Department
onf Justice. All sgreed that no one intended to impeir our operational
security and the proposed Bill would pose e definite problem in that
respect,
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3. After discussgion of various solutioms, it wes agreed that
Mr. Burrus would notify other agencles concernsd and that we could
present him with a statement of objections and proposed redrafts.
On 4 February Mr, Pforzheimer spoke to Mr. Burrus, seying we had
a statement and some smended langusge ready, and Mr, Burrus indicsted
that he was in no position to conduct & cocordinstion for the
Executive Branch on this legislation. Mr. Pforzheimer thereupon
celled Mr. Roger Jones, Bureau of the Budget, who expressed serious
concern over the way this Bill had been handled and saild he would
ook into the metter immedistely. He advised us to teke no further
setion until he had sounded out other agencies concerned and had
wade a plen for coordination.
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TAWRENCE R, HOUSTOH
General Counseal
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